Form to Request Attorney General Opinions
1.

2.

Information about requestor:
Name:

State Senator Ryan Silvey

Address:

201 W. Capitol Ave., Room 331A
Jefferson City, MO 65101

Phone:

(573) 751-5282

Date Request Made:

1/27/15

Official capacity of requestor (See Section 27.040, RSMo):
Missouri State Senator

3.

The question of LAW upon which I request your legal opinion is as follows:
(Note: Make certain the phrasing of the question is complete and clearly
stated because only this question will be considered for an official opinion.)
Does Missouri Revised Statute 67.657 provide the unilateral authority to
the Governor to issue and/or authorize bonds without approval of the
legislature or voters?

4.

A complete statement of the FACTS giving rise to this question is as
follows:
(Note: If all facts are not furnished which this office needs to respond to
this question, it may be rejected as an incomplete request which this office
cannot answer.)
In public testimony on January 26, 2015 the Commissioner of the Office
of Administration indicated his belief that the Governor’s
administration has the ability to authorize bonds under Missouri
Revised Statute 67.657 regarding a sports complex in St. Louis. Further,
the Commissioner indicated the first opportunity for the legislature to
offer insight or opinion would be after the bonds are authorized, but
during the appropriations process deciding upon the approval of
funding.

5.

List each and every governmental entity involved in this request:
Missouri Office of Administration
Missouri Office of the Governor

6.

Which of the entities listed in response to Question 5 have attorneys paid
with public funds?
For each entity listed, attach a copy of the written legal opinion of each
such attorney on the question involved herein.
(Note for prosecuting attorneys: Also attach a copy of your legal opinion
giving Missouri statutes, significant Missouri appellate decisions and your
conclusions drawn therefrom.)
Missouri Office of Administration
Missouri Office of the Governor
No legal opinions on such a matter have been presented or provided to
the Legislature, but have likewise been requested from the
Commissioner.

7.

State in detail how the question of law relates to your official position or to
the discharge of your duties.
As a legislator and member of the Senate Appropriations Committee
responsible for appropriating taxpayer funds, balancing the state
budget, and monitoring debt it is critical we understand or are made
aware of any authority the Governor’s administration has in relation to
unilaterally issue or reissue bonds without legislative or voter approval.

8.

Is any litigation pending involving
the issues raised in your opinion
request?

9.

If the answer to Question 8 is “yes” list the name of case, court in which it is
pending and docket number of case:
Name of case:

____________________________________________

Court where pending:
Docket Number:

Yes or No (circle one)

_______________________________________

____________________________________________

